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Mundelein Basketball Tournament 2016 By Garrett Braun
The conclusion of our four day
back to school week saw the St.
Meinrad basketball team depart for
Chicago in hopes of bringing back
a trophy…or at least beating
Mundelein given the chance.
Unfortunately, we accomplished
neither, but that did not prevent us
from having a great time, playing
some excellent basketball, and representing the
character of St. Meinrad.
The tournament began with two games of pool play to
seed 16 teams into 8 spots for quarterfinal games. The
Ravens excelled in their bracket, winning both games
with double digit leads. The first game resulted in the
domination of Bishop Simon Bruté College Seminary
with big contributions from all players throughout the
contest. The second game Meinrad was led to victory
by the notably strong defensive performance of Grant
Monnig, who manned up and effectively silenced a
former Divison 1 basketball player from Davidson
College. St. Vincent de Paul’s fate was sealed with a
late pair of clutch free throws from Joey Dunbar.

With the team now rolling under the leadership of player/
coach/shepherd Sean Aaron, it appeared that a birth in the
finals might be a formality. The quarterfinal against
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary was a one of a kind game. The
Ravens could not get the offense started in the first half
and fell back by seven points at the half. They battled back
in the second half and put on quite the show. Kenrick was
outmatched in second half scoring but were second to none
in free throws going 13-16 from the line.
A last second shot for the win wouldn’t
fall which sent the game into overtime
and rebounder Garrett Braun to the
emergency room with a sprained ankle.
Overtime had another injury for the
Ravens with new guy Scott Stramel
catching an elbow in the eye. A big 3pointer from Mark Tracy got Meinrad off
to an early lead but in the end a one point
lead from Kenrick sent the hopeful
southern Indiana team home confused
and frustrated with the loss.
St. Vincent de Paul, who Meinrad beat
handedly in pool play, went on to win the
3rd place consolation game. Mundelein
went on to dominate in the championship
over an insufficient rival.

Until next year…

The Hill’s Most Recent Deacon

Diocese of Evansville
Seminarians before
the Ordination.

In December the Diocese of Evansville saw the addition of the Hill’s most recent
Deacon. Bishop Charles Thompson ordained Ambrose Wanyonyi of Bungoma,
Kenya. He entered the Order of the Diaconate at his Evansville Home Parish,
Annunciation Catholic Parish. Saint Meinrad Staff and Students, along with a great
number of the Evansville faithful, attended the Ordination and the celebration that
followed in the School Hall.

Saint Meinrad
International
Seminarians
gather around
Ambrose at the
reception.
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Golden Boy: The 2016 Raven Oscar Predictions
By G. Marc Bentley

with a vulnerability we’ve not seen before. The Big Short’s
Christian Bale or Bridge of Spies’ Mark Rylance might
surprise, but it’s really Sly’s for the taking.

This is it. Oscar time has come again, and
for us movie lovers, it’s the best time of
the year. It’s our playoffs and Super Bowl
combined, shimmering in the glitz and
glamor that only Hollywood can provide.
I’ve pondered and studied the Oscar
nominees and kept up with industry
chatter, all to provide all of you the best
Oscar predictions possible. I’ve read the
tea leaves of precursor guild awards, even
though this year, those tea leaves are particularly muddied. It’s
the most unpredictable Oscar season in years – if you’d told
me last January that a Mad Max movie and Sylvester Stallone
would be nominated for Hollywood’s top honors, I would’ve
sent you to either counseling or spiritual direction, but,
nonetheless, that’s the situation in which we’ve found
ourselves at the end of a very weird year in cinema. Here, then,
are the 2015-16 Raven Oscar predictions*.

Best Actor: Leonardo Dicaprio, The Revenant
At the Oscar, your campaign trajectory is more
important than your abilities as a thespian. Leo’s got a
strong campaign message: A.) this role took a lot out of
him and B). after five nominations, it’s his time. Leo’s
stampeded through the precursor awards, and will
likely reach the winner’s circle.
Best Actress: Brie Larson, Room
Similar to DiCaprio, Larson has, by and large, been
gobbling up precursor awards. Room has a great deal of
support behind it, evidenced in the surprise Best
Director nomination for its director, Lenny
Abrahamson. Saoirse Ronan’s well-received work in
Brooklyn might win the day, but, all bets aside, Larson
should make Room for an Oscar.

*Note: predictions of what we think will win, not what should
win.

Best Director: Alejandro G. Inarritu, The Revenant

Best Original Screenplay: Spotlight

Until last weekend, I would have probably predicted
George Miller for the mad glory that is Mad Max: Fury
Road or Adam McKay for the quickly rising Big Short.
Then Inarritu was awarded Best Director by the
Directors Guild of America, one of the major guild
awards that precede the Oscars. It was the first time the
DGA award went to the same director in back-to-back
years; if Inarritu wins Best Director, it’ll be the first
time since 1950 that the Oscar for Best Director will go
to the same person two years in a row. That stat isn’t in
Inarritu’s favor, but because the DGA winner often
repeats at the Oscars, I’m predicting Inarritu will return
to the winner’s circle.

This docu-drama detailing the Boston Globe’s investigation
into the Archdiocese of Boston’s 2002 abuse scandal has
been a part of the Oscar discussion since its premiere. Its
screenplay has been the front-runner in this category since
day one, and given the film’s standing within Hollywood,
any other outcome would be shocking.
Best Adapted Screenplay: The Big Short
This comedic adaption of Michael Lewis’ book on the 2008
financial crisis was a late release, but has come on strong in
industry circles since it bowed. Emma Donoghue might win
for adapting her novel Room for the big screen, but smart
money is on a Big win.

Best Picture: The Revenant

Best Supporting Actress: Alicia Vikander, The Danish Girl

Vikander is coming off a star-making year. Her work as a
sentient AI in Ex Machina should have been recognized here.
This is a blatant example of category fraud, where a leading
performance is submitted as a supporting one. Category
fraud is nothing new – it’s been around since the introduction
of the Supporting Actor and Actress categories in the 1930s
– but voters may want to reward Vikander for a strong year.
Watch out, though, for Rooney Mara in Carol, for which she
won the Best Actress award at Cannes.
Best Supporting Actor: Sylvester Stallone, Creed
If you’d told me last January that Stallone would be the
Supporting Actor frontrunner for playing Rocky Balboa (for
which he was nominated for Best Actor in the series’ first entry),
I would have said you’re crazy. Yet here we are. Stallone is a
sentimental favorite and imbues his most iconic creation

3

Normally, by this point, Best Picture is pretty easy to
call. The guild awards, commonly called precursors,
typically indicate in which direction the various parts
of the Academy are leaning. This year, three different
films won the three major precursor awards: The Big
Short, Spotlight, and The Revenant. Though I wouldn’t
be surprised if any of those three films win, I’m
predicting The Revenant because it received the most
nominations of any film this year, won one of the most
important guild awards (the Directors Guild of America
award), and it’s grossed the most money of the three
films listed above. It’s peaking at the right time. If it
does win, it’ll be the first time ever that the same
director has directed two Best Picture winners back-toback, which makes me extremely cautious in my
prediction. It’s a bit of risky guess in a wild, crazy year,
but I’m going for it.

Great Philosopher to be Missed by All
Dennis Gill Ring, known lovingly on the Hill as “Mr. Ring,” died February 10, 2016, in Jasper.
Mr. Ring retired as a professor of
philosophy at Saint Meinrad Archabbey
after more than 40 years. He was a member
of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Jasper. He
was an avid golfer, an artist and enjoyed
movies, books, friends and family.

Student Tributes...
We will miss Mr. Ring dearly here at
Meinrad. His impact was enormous--a
truly great man, a rarity nowadays.
I am most grateful for having had the
opportunity to sit at the feet of the master.
Rest in peace!
Being one of Mr. Ring's last students is
something I will always be grateful for.
The tribute in the photo to his 45 years of
teaching is symbolic of his impact on my
class and a heartfelt salute.

I'll never forget. On my "come and see" visit, we
asked to visit a class that was a little deep. We
walked into Mr. Ring's class and he asked the
class, "What is subject?". Silence in the
classroom. Immediately I knew this was a type
of learning I had never encountered before, and I
couldn't wait to get into it. God bless Gill Ring
and his family.
Rest in peace Mr. Ring. Thank you for helping to educate
so many of us. You were a great teacher and a good role
model.
So much goes without saying with Gill Ring....RIP.
Here was man who made a very significant impact on my
thinking and my education. I will forever be in his debt.
I had several classes with him. He was very influential in
my life and still is.
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Indifference & Mercy in
Community Life
By Joey Dunbar
A day before Lent began, Fr. Tobias reminded
the seminary community in his homily of the
bonus opera that all monks complete for the
Lenten season. This year, Fr. Tobias’ list was
getting a revision. The cause? Pope
Hurricane Francis had touched down On the
Hill. Others say it was just the wind vortex
sweeping across Meinrad Canyon. Whatever
the cause, Pope Francis is disturbing the peace
at St. Meinrad. Again.
The powerful words from Pope Francis’ 2015
Lenten message focused on what he calls a
“globalization of indifference”. Too often,
the Pope laments, we can become inundated
with information and news that hardens our
hearts and minds to the merciful presence of
God. The Pope is asking us to slow down and
let God speak to us this Lent. “God is not
indifferent to us” like we are some news story
or tweet… we are everything to Him… and
that Love compels us out of ourselves to love
Him and our neighbor.

The Pope addresses three different levels of
overcoming structural indifference in society: the
global Church, the parish and community, and finally,
the individual. He ties a Scripture quote to each one
to mark the significance of the Church’s missionary
mandate that calls us to leave behind an indifferent
heart. For our community at St. Meinrad, we could
apply the passage from Gen. 4:9 – “Where is your
brother?” That’s a great question for all of us since
we are all called to be our brother’s keeper. This is
especially crucial since the Pope reminds us that
“indifference to our neighbor and to God represents a
real temptation for us Christians.”
In order to be a more merciful, less indifferent person
this Lent, we need a “formation of the heart” as Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI said in his first encyclical,
Deus Caritas Est. The heart that has encountered
Christ’s love cannot be indifferent. We need a firm
and merciful heart and even a poor heart which is able
to empathize with the sufferings and weaknesses of
others because it knows its own suffering and
weakness.
As brothers and sisters living in community, we must
always be aware of this temptation to forget about the
suffering of those around us. As baptized
missionaries, we are sent out to bring Christ’s love to
others… starting right here in our own community.
May we triumph this Lent to “become islands of
mercy in the midst of the sea of indifference!”
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The Last Word
MOVING NEXT DOOR
My Transition from the Seminary to the Monastery
Br. Lorenzo Peñalosa, OSB
Most people who “discern out” of seminary formation leave
because they feel God is calling them elsewhere. In my case, it
was the opposite. I felt as if God was calling me to be here
forever. On May 11, 2014, as most seminarians were driving
back home after another formation year, I moved over to my new
home—and I didn’t even need to leave the building. I simply
took a stroll from Anselm Hall to the monastery. Distance-wise,
it was almost nothing, but this move, this transition, would have
a great impact in my conversion.
At superficial glance, the monastery and the seminary look very much alike. Both have clear sets of
expectations and a pecking order of authority. Both involve a daily rhythm of prayer, meals, and work. And
both foster community life and fraternal interactions. In many ways, the monastery seems like a more
permanent, “grown-up” seminary. From this perspective, the transition from seminary to monastic life would
seem extremely easy, demanding nothing more that donning a habit and getting up earlier.
Yet, even in my very first days, it became clear that monastic life is different from seminary life. The
transition, although mostly smooth, demanded lots of minute renunciations. First of all, as a candidate, I went
back to the bottom of the totem pole. I had to learn to ask permission to do things that I took for granted
before (such as buying books or talking to outside friends). At first, it felt as if I was being severely limited,
but after a while I came to realize that these restrictions were helping me to become more interdependent and
involved in the life of the community. The prohibition on having my computer in my cell during novitiate
year also helped me to become more immersed in prayer and to interact more with other monks.
Other than these external renunciations, perhaps the biggest transition for me involved deeper integration.
When I began as a candidate, I thought this life would make me more spiritual. In many ways that ended up
happening, but little did I know that I would also undergo a physical conversion. From the very beginning, Fr.
Guerric Debona and Br. John Mark Falkenhain both stressed the importance of my physical health. They
challenged me to join a fitness class for monks, become more active, and become more aware of what I eat.
They also encouraged me to see if anything could be done regarding my physical disability. Being born with
spina bifida and clubfoot, I have always had mobility issues. I consulted some doctors who suggested a
hindfoot reconstruction surgery. Although it could never be fixed, the doctors could make my clubfoot more
stable. With my superiors’ support, I had my foot surgery this past January. I stayed in the monastery
infirmary for two and a half months and underwent physical therapy to retrain myself to walk better. In many
ways, this time of recuperation gave me an opportunity to realize the importance of my physical well-being in
monastic conversion.
Then, on August 6th, after 15 months of candidacy and novitiate, I made my simple profession of vows. I
received the name Br. Lorenzo, after St. Lawrence the Roman deacon and martyr—a saint with a sense of
humor even in the midst of suffering. A few weeks later, I resumed my studies in the seminary. And of
course, the world had moved on—both for me and for others. I came back with a different perspective and
with a healthier, stronger physical condition, having lost 83 lbs. For good or for ill, some people have begun
to treat me differently, but regardless of the changes, I am still myself with the same strengths and
weaknesses—this time just striving more towards conversion. And I can’t stress enough how much I love
being in the monastery. Throughout this transition, I’ve always found the monastic liturgies in the Archabbey
Church to be the most life-giving aspect of my new life. My dear brother seminarians, I may have moved next
door, but be assured of my prayers for you as before, so now and evermore.
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